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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-13 ACDA-10 SAJ-01 OMB-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /094W 

122711 

R 301209Z APR 76 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1279 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 164 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: CONTROVERSY GROWS OVER TROOP DEPLOYMENTS 

REF: BELFAST 158 

1 . LOYALIST UNEASE OVER REPORTS AND RUMORS OF PHASE DOWN 
IN ARMY ROLE ESPECIALLY IN BELFAST AREA GROWING INTO MAJOR 
CONTROVERSY. APPARENTLY ACCURATE REPORT THAT COMPANY SIZE 
UNIT NORTH BELFAST PRIMARILY IN CATHOLIC SHORT STRAND 
ENCLAVE BEING REPLACED BY MILITARY POLICE COINCIDED WITH 
RUMOR REPORTED BY VANGUARD UNIONIST PARTY THAT ARMY 
PLANNING TO PULL OUT OF DANGEROUS WEST BELFAST ANDERSONSTOWN- 
SPRINGFIELD ROAD AREA. THESE REPORTS AND RUMORS AUGMENTED 

BY NEWS THAT ULSTER DEFENSE REGIMENT (UDR) UNITS RECEIVING 
INTENSIVE TRAINING IN GREAT BRITAIN TOGETHER WITH 
DISCLOSURE PLANS TO PROVIDE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY (RUC) 
WITH ARMORED VEHICLES AND NEW FIREARMS LED VANGUARD 
UNIONIST LEADER MP WILLIAM CRAIG TO SEEK MEETINGS WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE MERLYN REES APRIL 28 AND 29. 

2. AFTER LATEST MEETING CRAIG IN RADIO INTERVIEW, 

SAID THAT HE WAS SATISFIED THAT REDEPLOYMENT IN WEST 
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AND WAS BASED ON MILITARY DECISIONS BY GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING. 

3. DEMOCRATIC UNIONISTS WHO ENJOY GOOD ACCESS TO SECURITY 
INFORMATION HAVE REFRAINED FROM COMMENTING RECENTLY ON ARMY 
PLANS. HOWEVER IT RECALLED REV. WILLIAM BEATTY, IAN PAISLEY'S 
DEPUTY IN CONVENTION FIRST RAISED QUESTION WHY RUC WAS TO BE 
GIVEN HEAVY WEAPONS TRAINING. LOYALISTS HAVE NOT YET HAD 
TIME TO REACT TO STATEMENT BY PROVISIONAL LEADER DAVID 
O'CONNELL ON TELEVISION SPECIAL APRIL 29 THAT SOME IN 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT CIRCLES WERE PRIVATELY COMMITTED TO 
WITHDRAWAL FROM ULSTER. HOWEVER, THIS STATEMENT IN 
LIGHT OF UNEASE ABOUT TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS WILL ADD TO 
LOYALIST ANXIETIES. 

4. IN SECURITY CONTEXT, ONE PROTESTANT KILLED AND ANOTHER 
WOUNDED APPARENTLY IN SECTARIAN ASSASSINATION COUNTY TYRONE 
MURDER TRIANGLE. THERE TWO BOMB EXPLOSIONS INSIDE BELFAST 
PROTECT AREA AND ARMY DISCONNECTED MULTIPLE-MORTAR DEVICE 
ANTRIM SIMILAR TO THAT USED IN ATTACK ON ALDERGROVE AIRPORT 
EARLIER THIS YEAR. 
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